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Bill Number: H. 3554  Introduced on January 10, 2023

Author: G.M. Smith

Subject: Adoption Investigation Reports
Requestor: House Judiciary

RFA Analyst(s): Gardner

Impact Date: March 28, 2023

Fiscal Impact Summary

This bill provides that during adoption proceedings, if the waiting period exceeds one year, the
court may waive the requirements for an updated preplacement investigation report, and the
court may also waive the postplacement investigation report after the filing of the adoption
petition. Judicial anticipates this bill will have no expenditure impact as using discretion to make
determinations on court proceedings is within the normal course of business for the family court.
Additionally, the Department of Social Services (DSS) anticipates this bill will have no
expenditure impact. While waiving of an updated preplacement investigation report or
postplacement investigation report may result in an initial savings of resources for the agency,
these savings will be used to perform other investigations for the child.

Explanation of Fiscal Impact

Introduced on January 10, 2023

State Expenditure

This bill provides that during adoption proceedings, if the waiting period exceeds one year, the
court may waive the requirements for an updated preplacement investigation report, and the
court may also waive the postplacement investigation report after the filing of the adoption
petition. Judicial anticipates this bill will have no expenditure impact as using discretion to make
determinations on court proceedings is within the normal course of business for the family court.
Additionally, DSS anticipates this bill will have no expenditure impact. While waiving of an
updated preplacement investigation report or postplacement investigation report may result in an
initial savings of resources for the agency, these savings will be used to perform other
investigations for child.

State Revenue
N/A

Local Expenditure and Revenue
N/A
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Frank A. Rainwater, Executive Director
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